Do you ever wonder what you should do with all your leftover or expired medications?  Don’t flush them!

According to recent reports on CNN and in USA Today there are measurable levels of hormones, antidepressants, antibiotics and other drugs in our water supply.  Unfortunately, most water treatment plants are not designed to test for or filter medications.  Officials from the water treatment facilities tell us there is no cause for alarm, because the levels are so low.  However, Leesburg Pharmacy would like to offer a solution to the problem before the levels get any higher.  

Leesburg Pharmacy is now offering a FREE Take-Back program.  Patients may drop off expired or unused medications (including used syringes) at Leesburg Pharmacy.  These drugs are sent back to Guaranteed Returns to be incinerated in a waste-to-energy facility.  The emissions generated from the incineration are used to generate power.  

Earlier this year The American Pharmacists Association and the US Fish and Wildlife Service have teamed up to promote awareness of proper drug disposal.  They are trying to educate the public about the dangers of flushing medications.  In order to reduce water contamination and drug abuse, they recommend that patients crush the pills, mix them with kitty litter or coffee grounds and throw them away.  Patients complained that they did not have the time to do that, and there is still a chance the medications could leach into the ground water at some point.  

For years Leesburg Pharmacy has used one of the nations largest drug destruction companies for our medical waste.  The American Pharmacists Association education campaign made us ask questions we hadn’t bothered to address in the past.  We learned that our medical waste was not being incinerated at all, but was being hauled to a landfill in another state.  After months of research we were able to find a company that could not only take care of our medical waste in an environmentally responsible way, but would also use the waste to create energy.  We were thrilled to find a safer option for our own medical waste and now we can offer the same option to the public.   

Certain counties and states have set up disposal programs for expired or unused medications, but there are no formal programs offered in Loudoun County.  We encourage everyone to take advantage of Leesburg Pharmacy’s Take-Back Program.   We can take any medication container that has a label that identifies the drug.  We recommend that patients use a marker to cover their name before dropping the container off at our pharmacy consultation window.  We are offering this FREE service to our community to ensure we are doing our part to keep our water supply safe.  

